The Scheming Sorceress

From The Tales of King Arthur
Character List

Narrator

Morgan le Fay
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Sir Uriens
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Scene 1
Narrator:  Morgan is pacing around the bedchamber, her husband, Sir Uriens, asleep in the bed.  She leaves the room to find the perfect weapon to complete the deed.

Suddenly, while walking, she is startled by the maid’s voice.

Maid:  Good morning, my lady.

Morgan: Oh, oh my.  Good morning, Alice dear.  I was just on my way to find you. Could you pop over to the armory and bring me a sword?  It’s such a lovely morning, I thought I’d do a little sword practice before breakfast.

Maid: Um, well, yes, of course, my lady.  
Narrator:  The maid is disturbed by this strange request.  She runs to find Morgan’s son, Uwain.  Surely, he would know what his mother was up to!  She stops at his door and frantically calls for him, in a hushed voice.

Maid:  Sir, sir!  I’m sorry but I must speak with you! Can you please come out of your chamber?

Uwain:  Why, yes, Alice.  What is the matter?  Why do you look as if you’ve seen a ghost?

Maid:  I’m worried about my lady.  She asked for a sword and said she wanted to practice then she headed for the staircase toward her chamber where your father lies.  I just… I’m worried that there is foul play here.  

Narrator:  Uwain bolted by the maid, toward the stairs that led to his parents’ bed chamber.  He quietly opened the door to their room and hid behind a curtain.  Then, he heard his mother enter the room, tiptoe over to the side of the bed where Uriens slept and raise the sword above his head.

Uwain:  (leaping out from his hiding place and grabbing his mother’s arm) You wicked woman!  How could you do this?  If you weren’t my own mother, I’d kill you now!

Morgan:  Please, please don’t tell anyone, Uwain. (kneeling) I can’t imagine what came over me.  I must have been sleepwalking.  This won’t happen again for as long as I live… I promise.  

Narrator:  Sir Uriens began to stir and sat up, sleepy-eyed.  

Uriens:  What is all the noise about?  Oh, well hello, son.  To what do I owe the pleasure?  

Uwain:  I was just leaving father, good morrow.

Narrator:  Uwain shot a shocked and disappointed look at his mother before leaving the room.  Morgan followed him out.  

Morgan:  (tugging at Uwain’s sleeve) I beg you, son.  Please don’t tell a soul of what you’ve seen.  For the sake of our family, nobody must know!

Uwain:  Your story is hard to believe, but I will keep your secret.  It must never happen again! 

Morgan:  It won’t.  I give you my word.  

Scene 2

Narrator:  Uwain leaves.  A servant announces to Morgan that a large package has arrived. She exits the castle through the front door to find the enormous sack with a note attached.  She reads:
Morgan: (reading)”Excalibur is back with its rightful owner.  Your plot has been discovered.  Here is a gift from King Arthur to his sister, with his love.“

Oh no.

Narrator:  Morgan gingerly lifts the cover of the package and peeks inside.

Morgan:  (with her hands over her mouth in shock) AAAHHHHHH! Not Accolon!  My love! Noooooooo!

Scene 3

Narrator:  Morgan travels to find Arthur at Camelot but she only finds Guinevere.  Guinevere does not realize Morgan’s intent and innocently tells her that Arthur is recovering from his unfortunate battle with Accolon at the old Abbey.  Morgan immediately travels to the Abbey where she meets the abbess.
Abbess:  Who are you and what is your wish here?

Morgan:  I am Arthur’s beloved sister.  I have come to see him and wish him well!  Please show me the way.

Abbess:  He is sleeping.  I am sorry.  He needs his rest so that he can properly heal.

Morgan:  Oh, but I will not disturb him, I wish only to see him for a moment.  I miss my dear brother!

Abbess:  Well, if you insist.  No harm can come from the visitation of a King’s sister.  Follow me.

Narrator:  The Abbess leads Morgan to Arthur’s chamber and leaves them be.  

Morgan saw him sleeping and seized the opportunity.  She reached for the scabbard that lay beneath him but suddenly, he stirred!  The scabbard was now lodged under nim!

Morgan:  (whispering) Blast!  

Narrator:  Morgan quickly muttered a spell that caused her voice to be more delicate like Guinevere’s.  

Morgan:  Dear, husband.  Please, could you move your body a bit?  You’ve fallen asleep on my hand.  I Love you dear. 

Arthur: um…baaa…uhh..mmmm ok dear.  I love you, also.

Narrator:  Morgan quickly removed the scabbard and bolted out of the Abbey.  When Arthur work and realized his scabbard was missing, he knew exactly where it was.  He was very angry!  He immediately rode after her with Sir Ontzlake.  The two men were gaining on Morgan and her crew, when she rode over a hill.  When the men reached the other side, all they saw were large boulders so they turned and went back home.  
Arthur:  This is not the end.  I will find my scabbard and punish my sister for this betrayal! 

Narrator:  When Arthur arrived back at Camelot, he received a package of a mysterious cloak.  He asks a maid to try it on first and she burst into flames!  At this, he called a meeting in the great hall.  

Arthur:  Bear witness to my words, good knights.  Morgan le Fay is no sister of mine!  From this day, she is banished from my heart, my court and my kingdom! Forever!
