Chapter Questions (Ask the following questions and discuss the answers with students. The answers for most of the questions are listed in parenthesis. Write the most common or accurate questions on the board). 

Chapter 1: Kim

· What is her age? (nine years old)

· What is her ethnicity? (Vietnamese)

· What is her contribution? (lima beans)

· What is her reason for becoming involved? (to be closer to her father spirit)

· What are the effects of her association? (we don’t know yet)

· Kim starts the garden without even realizing it. How does she do this?

· What are her reasons for planting the seeds?

Chapter 2: Ana
· What is her age? (elderly)

· What is her ethnicity? (we don’t know yet)

· What is her contribution? (binoculars for her spying. She also ruins a couple of Kim’s points.)

· What is her reason for becoming involved? (Suspicious, snoopy,  curious).

· What are the effects of her association? (we learn more about Kim).

· What does Anna assume about Kim when she sees her burying the seeds?

· How does she feel when she realizes her error?

Chapter 3: Wendell

· What is his age? (middle-aged) 

· What is his ethnicity? (white)   (We also now know that Anna is white. Complete the section of her poster.)

· What is his contribution? (He saves Kim’s plants and teaches her how to water them properly).

· What is his reason for becoming involved? (Ana forces him. Later he decides he wants to plant also).

· What are the effects of his association? (He helps Kim’s plans to live. He makes more people aware of the “lot”.)

· Discuss Wendell’s comment “and a little child shall lead them” (page 12).

· What does he mean by this?

· Discuss Wendell’s comment “better to put my time into that then moaning about the other all day."

· What does he mean by this?

Chapter 4: Gonzalo

· What is his age? (13 years old)

· What is his ethnicity? (Guatemalan)

· What is his contribution? (He helps his great uncle, Tio Juan find new meaning to his life).

· What is his reason for becoming involved? (He does it as his mother’s request for his uncle).

· What are the effects of his association? (Tio Juan gets his dignity back).

· Discuss Gonzalo’s comment "the older you are, the younger you get when you move to the United States” (page 13).

· What do you think he means by this?

· What does he mean when he says “don’t believe what people say, cartoons make you smart”.

· Who is this chapter really about, Gonzalo or his uncle, Tio Juan?

· How does Gonzalo tell the story? (Third person omniscient)

Chapter 5: Leona

· What is her age? (40-ish).

· What is her ethnicity (African-American).

· What is her contribution? (She plants golden rod. She gets the city to clean up the vacant lot).

· What is her reason for becoming involved? (She wants to clean up the lot so that others might be able to plant).

· What are the effects of her association? (She gets the lot cleaned up by the city. Others become involved).

· What does Leona mean when she says “you can’t measure the distance between my block in city hall in miles” (page 21)

· What happens when you’re just a voice on the telephone?

· How did Leona make herself “real” to the city officials?

· Have you or someone you know ever had a time when you needed to make yourself “real” to someone?

Chapter 6: Sam

· What is his age? (78 years old).

· What is his ethnicity? (White, Jewish).

· What is his contribution? (Pumpkins with a Puerto Rican boy. Holds contests for the children to find a water supply—We don’t know this until Sae Young speaks—leave this part blank but come back to it later).

· What is his reason for becoming involved? (He wanted a garden. He also wanted a way to help people “come together” and saw this as a way to get involved with them).

· What are the effects of his association? (He helps the Puerto Rican boy get back on the right track. He also helps the community come together with the “water contest”--this is disclosed by Sae Young. He talks with people and gets them talking to each other)

· What does Sam observe about how the garden is set up? (“automatic segregation” exists—pg. 26).

· How does Sam feel about the segregation in the garden?

· What does it mean that “Sam likes to sew up the rips in the neighborhood?”

· What are some of the ways he does this?

· What are some of the things he does that many other people never bother to do?

· Why do you think Sam’s approach helps him get through to people?

Discuss with the class how Sam is an “autobiographical character” for Fleischman. He discusses that he lived in a neighborhood in Omaha that was very similar to the one in Cleveland and that he too felt very uncomfortable living there. He stated that while waiting at the bus stop or in checkout lines, he would make conversation with people just to show that he was a friend and not a foe. He decided that he would become the person to make the first step and that now it feels pretty natural. He likes bringing people together. (Source: “Meeting the Author,” HarperCollins website for Seedfolks.)

Chapter 7: Virgil

· What is Virgil's age? (10-11 years old)

· What is his ethnicity? (Haitian)

· What is his contribution (he and his father plant lettuce).

· What are his reasons for becoming involved? (His father wants to "get rich quick" by growing a special type of lettuce to sell at fancy restaurants. Virgil becomes involved because his father has promised him an 18-speed bike with his portion of the profits).

· What are the effects of his association (Hi is angry with his father for the lettuce dying but comes to understand it wasn't his fault and feels sorry for him.

Chapter 8: Sae Young

· What is her age? (Her mid-30s)

· What is ethnicity?(Korean)

· What is her contribution? (Hot peppers)

· What is her reason for becoming involved? (She is lonely after the robbery and wants to have associations with other people again).

· What are the effects of her association? (She makes new friends and feels like she is part of a "family").

· Describe Sae Young's traumatic experiences in America. How does the garden help her overcome them?

· Closure: Remind students to be thinking about their contribution to the garden and how they will be writing their own chapter.

Chapter 9: Curtis

· What is his age? (28-years old)

· What is his ethnicity?(African-American)

· What is his contribution? (Tomatoes)

· What is his reason for becoming involved? (He wants to win Lateesha back. He's going to show her he's changed).

· What are the effects of his association? (He helps Royce, a troubled teenager. He changed  his attitude from a "tough guy" to someone who wants to settle down and have a family. We don't know if Lateesha sees his change).

· Talk about the change that takes place in Curtis as he realizes the important things in life. Discuss his decision to "give her some deeds instead (pg. 41) rather than all talk.

· Make note of his mention of "this old man with no teeth and a straw hat" that shows him how to stake the tomatoes. This is most likely Tio Juan helping him. Show how Tio Joan has changed since he became involved with the garden)

· Discuss how Fleischman tells us what Curtis's ethnicity is (page 43).

· In the course of the novel, a homeless young man named Royce comes to live in the garden. Talk about Royce and his involvement with other characters. (He is discussed more in future chapters so it is important to make special note of him at this point).

Chapter 10: Nora

· What is her age? (Middle-aged)

· What is her ethnicity? (British)

· What is her contribution? (She helped Mr. Myles plant flowers in the barrel.

· What was her reason for becoming involved?

· What are the effects of her association? (Mr. Myles has a reason to live, was able to get out and associate with others, and he remembered treasured memories. They also became an important part of the "garden family").

· Discuss what is happening to the people who have come to the garden (page 50--during the rainstorm). Also, Nora's comment, "we, like our seeds, were now planted in the garden."

· Point out some of the incredible descriptions Fleischman has Nora use, such as:


A. Page 47. "Some remembered scent was pulling him. He was a salmon traveling 

upstream through his past."


B. Page 49. "Gardening boring? Never! It has suspense, tragedy, startling 



developments--a soap opera growing out of the ground."


C. Page 49. Discuss the meaning of "tremolo."


D. Page 49. "It was a mind-altering drug we took daily." Fleischman found 


evidence that a psychotherapist used gardening as a therapy for his 



patients who 
had serious problems. Ask how this could possibly help 


them or people like Mr. Myles. 

Chapter 11: Maricela

· What is Maricela's age? (16 years old)

· What is her ethnicity? (Mexican)

· What is her contribution? (Radishes, squash, Swiss chard)

· What was her reason for becoming involved? (She was forced to as pat of the teen pregnancy group she belonged to. She did not go willingly in the beginning). 

· What are the effects of her association? (She made new friends, especially Leona. through this friendship, she learned that she is a part of nature and that being a part of it (her pregnancy), is not something to be ashamed of but rather something to celebrate. She changed her mind about having a baby).

· Discuss Maricela's attitude towards the baby. She was not angry at the baby; she was angry at the situation she was in--being 16 and pregnant

· Why does Penny think working in the garden will be good for Maricela and the other girls? How does it get Maricela to think differently?

Chapter 12: Amir

· What is his age? (Mid-twenties to thirties

· What is his ethnicity? (Indian)

· What is his contribution? (Eggplants, onions, carrots, and cauliflower).

· What was his reason for becoming involved? (The garden reminded him of the Persian rugs on his parents' floors in India. He also wanted to become involved in the community).

· What are the effects of his association? (He learned about other ethnicity, specifically the Poles, and learned that he had stereotyped others as much as they had him. He also gives us many details of the happenings in the garden from a third-person omniscient point of view).

· What are some of the stereotypes Amir has about Polish people, and how does his attitude change when he meets one? What does this demonstrate about passing judgment? How effective is his description of the encounter with the Polish woman in learning her history? How do we feel about her?

· What do we learn about Royce through Amir? What transformation has come over him since we were introduced to him by Curtis? Why has this happened?

· On page 59, Amir says that "the garden's greatest benefit, I feel, was not relief to the eyes, but to make the eyes see our neighbors." What does he mean? Give some examples.

· Discuss Amir's ability to paint pictures with words: "Those rugs were indeed portable gardens (page 58-59).

Chapter 13: Florence

· What is her age? (Elderly)

· What is her ethnicity? (African American)

· What is her contribution? (She's protective of the garden and its gardeners)

· What was the reason for her becoming involved? (She takes walks and sees the garden. She sees how the community has come together for a common purpose and wants to join)

· What are the effects of her association? She protects Curtis's tomatoes when someone tries to steal them. She also befriends those who cannot join in the gardening but watch from a distance. She may not actually speak to them but there is a camaraderie that exists anyway).

· What does Florence mean by the word "Seedfolks"? Why do you think the author chose this title for the book?

· When did Florence write each chapter? She talks about "that first year" which would indicate quite a bit of time has passed.

