SARAH, PLAIN AND TALL





Name: _____________

CHAPTER ONE
VOCABULARY
dusk     hearthstones     a hollow scraping sound     to stir     to wag     the marble slab     to crackle     bread dough     to sigh     homely     a terrible holler     wretched     the prairie     to crawl      to bury     a stew     feisty     the tin pail     an advertisement     to shuffle     to snore     a turnip
mild mannered

QUESTIONS
1. Who is telling the story?

2.  Setting and time period of the story?

3. What happened to the mother in the story?

4. What was the mother's last sentence to Anna?

5. Describe Caleb? What does he like to know about his mother? What is his favorite thing to do?

6. Why did the father place an advertisement in the newspapers?

7. What did the father receive from Maine? What did it say?

8. How did Anna and Caleb feel about this letter?

CHAPTER 2

VOCABULARY
to melt (melted)     to braid hair     a fog-bound sea     whales     the folds tore     pesky     to hush     shingles     a barn     the horse stalls     a cow pond     a pitchfork     to grin     a bonnet     to peer

QUESTIONS
 1.  Who wrote letters to Sarah?
2. Summarize Sarah's letter to Anna. (What Sarah can do. Her favorite colors and why? What was Sarah's brother's occupation? What did Sarah and her brother like to do?)

3. Summarize Caleb's letter from Sarah. (What was her cat's name? Why? Does the cat like dogs? What is her house like in Maine?)

4. What did father tell Caleb as they are cleaning the horse stalls?

5. How did the children feel about Sarah's forthcoming visit?

6. What did Sarah tell about herself that made Caleb very happy?

CHAPTER 3
VOCABULARY
Indian Paintbrush      slick      suspenders      to hitch      wild-eyed      to nip      to fetch      gophers/woodchucks      to shovel      to feed      to sweep      look alarmed      sheep/ turtles


a marsh hawk      to rock      the dust      the fenced field      the windbreak      to bark      to clatter the paws      to sniff      a quilt

QUESTIONS
1. When did Sarah come? How did she come from Maine?

2. How did father get Sarah? How long was the trip to the station and back?

3. What did the children do while they waited? How did they feel?

4. What kind of gifts Sarah brlng to the children?

5. What did the children wish? Why?

CHAPTER 4
VOCABULARY
to curl in a soft circle      a roamer      to whisper      in little bunches      to thump their tails      Kittiwake, a small gull       curls      to toss      a seal/seals       to sigh      a meadowlark      to stroke

QUESTIONS
1. What were the dogs names? How did the dogs feel about Sarah?

Where did they sleep?

2. If one put a conch shell in one's ear, what can be heard?

3. How did Caleb treat Sarah? What did Sarah and Caleb do together? What did they do with the flowers?

4. What did "ayuh" mean?

5. What did Sarah do with Caleb's hair? Why?

6. What song Sarah taught them to sing? What does "sumer" mean?

CHAPTER 5
VOCABULARY
to drift 
turkey buzzards      a windmill      a dune      a mound      to slide down       to blink      fireflies       to sneeze      a big wooden tub      a lantern

QUESTIONS
1. How did Sarah feel about the sheep? Whom did she name them after?

2. What did Sarah do when a lamb died?

3. What was Sarah's first word?

4. What did Sarah and her brother used to do?

5. In the barn there was a "dune". What was it?

6. What did they all do? How did Sarah like this "dune"?
CHAPTER 6
VOCABULARY
to plow      the reins      a wagon      sums      a rope      to frown      sparkling       breath      gullies      stiff legged      to grab      to duck      a petticoat      to dive      to stare      to chew      to stretch

a killdeer

QUESTIONS
l. What did Sarah learn to do with Papa?

2. What were the winters like on the prairie?

3. What did the children learned in school? How did they get to school?

4. What did Sarah teach the children to do in the pond?

5. What was Anna's perfect dream?

CHAPTER 7
VOCABULARY
dandelions      a porch      braids      to tuck      to whicker      primly      to hoot      to chase      dough      squawk together like crows at dawn      to pat      to sniff     in the shade

QUESTIONS
1. Who came to help Papa and visit Sarah?

2. What did Maggie bring in a sack to Sarah? Why?

3. What else did Maggie bring for Sarah?

4. What Maggie want Sarah to do?

5. Why was Matthew happy that Sarah had come?

CHAPTER 8

VOCABULARY
a pair of overalls      an argument      a soft rumble of thunder      to fix      a carpenter      a ladder      with wisps of hair      a squall      a hiss      pungent      to huddle      to pound

crackling of lightning      a bundle      eerie      hail      to stare      to crunch

QUESTIONS
l.Why did Sarah dress in a pair of overalls?

2. Why didn't Papa like Sarah in a pair of overalls?

3. The storm was coming. What did Papa need to do? Who volunteered to help him?

4. Where did the family stay during the storm? Why?

5. Why were the children happy when Papa put his arms around Sarah?

CHAPTER 9
VOCABULARY
the hailstones 
to groom      to replant      to complain      to tie up      to shade his eyes      to scuttle
 a stern word      to murmur      a thump      a broom      to nudge      to squint      a shovel 

to whisper      to unhitch      to peer      to wrap/unwrap      to grin

QUESTIONS

1. What had happened to the fields during the storm? What Papa and Sarah had to do?

2. Why were Caleb and Anna worried about Sarah?

3. Why did Sarah want to learn to drive the horses and the wagon? Where did she go?

4. Why were the children worried about her? What did they ask their father? What did he say?

5. What did Sarah bring back from town. Why? What will Sarah always miss? Whom would she miss the most of all?

6. What is the ending of this story?

7. Did you like this story? Why/why not?

