THE  LITTLE  PRINCE  - SCRIPT 
(based on A. De Saint Exupery’s novel)
LIST OF CHARACTERS:

LITTLE PRINCE:………………………………………………

NARRATOR:……………………………………

ROSE:………………………………………

KING:……………………………………

CONCEITED MAN:………………………………………

TIPPLER:……………………………………

BUSINESSMAN:…………………………………

LAMPLIGHTER:…………………………………………

GEOGRAPHER:…………………………………………

FOX:………………………………………………

SNAKE:……………………………………………………
SCENE 1
The Narrator:

(looking at the audience in disbelief)

N - I can’t believe my eyes! People…here?  I guess it’s because of the extreme heat. I’ve been on this desert since my plane broke down, hot and isolated, in need of drinking water. Since I landed I’ve seen nothing but sand. How come I see people? You must be a mirage.

(keeps on repairing the engine; suddenly he sees The Little Prince approaching him)

N - And what’s this? Look at this funny little boy! He looks like a prince! Is he another mirage? A moving one! Look at him! He’s coming closer and closer… 

(The Little Prince approaches the Narrator and starts a conversation)

LP - If you please, draw me a sheep!
N - What!? 
LP - Draw me a sheep!

N - But I can’t draw!

LP - It doesn’t matter. Draw me a sheep!

(The Narrator draws a sheep)

LP - I don’t like this one. It’s too old. I want the one that will live for a long time.

(The Narrator, after doing some thinking, draws a box)

N  - This is only his box. The sheep you asked for is inside.

LP (satisfied) – That’s exactly the way I wanted it! Do you think that this sheep will need a great deal of grass?
N - Why?
LP - Because where I live everything is very small... 

N - There will surely be enough grass for him. It’s a very small sheep that I’ve given you. 
LP - Not so small. Look! He’s gone to sleep... 

N - So…what are you doing here? 

LP - And you? Do you live on this desert? And what’s this? (pointing to the plane)

N - It’s a plane. A flying machine. 

LP - Oh, that’s funny! So you come from the sky! Which is your planet? 

N - Do you come from another planet? 

LP - That doesn't matter. Straight ahead of him, nobody can go very far...

SCENE 2

The Little Prince and the Narrator are sitting on the sand, looking at the sky.

LP – I’m very fond of sunsets. Come, let’s look at a sunset now.
N - But we must wait
LP - Wait? For what?
N - For the sunset. We must wait until it’s time.

LP – I’m always thinking that I’m at home! On my planet, when you want to see a sunset, all you need to do is turn your chair. One day I saw the sunset forty-four times! I love sunsets when I’m sad. 

N - Were you so sad, then? On the day of the forty-four sunsets?

(The Little Prince, looking at the drawing of a sheep, makes no reply)

SCENE 3

(The Little Prince, looking at the drawing):

LP - Does a sheep eat flowers, too?
N - A sheep eats anything it finds in its reach.
LP - Even flowers that have thorns?
N - Yes, even flowers that have thorns.
LP - Then the thorns, what use are they?

(The Narrator is busy repairing the engine)

(The Little Prince repeats his question)
LP - The thorns, what use are they? 
N - The thorns are of no use at all. Flowers have thorns just for spite!
LP - Oh! I don't believe you! Flowers are weak creatures. They’re naïve. They want to protect themselves as much as they can. They believe that their thorns are terrible weapons.

N - My little man…I’m sorry but I’m busy with matters of consequence. I have to fix my engine. 
LP (outraged) - Matters of consequence! You talk just like the grown-ups! You confuse everything! You don’t understand I’m worried about my flower! 

(he starts sobbing)

N (taking The Little Prince in his arms) - The flower that you love isn’t in danger. I’ll draw  a muzzle for your sheep. I’ll draw you a railing to put around your flower.

(The Little Prince wipes away his tears)

(The Narrator, to the audience)

N -  It’s such a secret place, the land of tears. 

SCENE  4

(The Narrator and The Little Prince are looking at the sunset)

N - Will you tell me your story, Little Prince?

LP - If you want me to…Here is my story. 

THE LITTLE PRINCE’S STORY

LP - I come from a distant planet where I lived with volcanoes, a few baobabs and my flower. It’s very exceptional, I mean  my flower, quite unlike the plants I’d seen before on my planet. First I thought it was a new kind of a baobab. Until the day she woke up, yawned and said:

(The Rose, yawning)

R – I’m scarcely awake. I beg that you’ll excuse me. My petals are still all disarranged. 

LP - Oh! How beautiful you are!

R - Really? I was born at the same moment as the sun.

LP – Is there anything I could do for you?

R - I guess so. If you could do me this kindness and bring me some water. I think it’s time for breakfast. 

(The Little Prince brings some water in a can) 

R - Oh, thank you. And one more thing… I’m terrified of draughts. Could you find some screen for me?

LP - A screen?

R – It’s very cold where you live so at night I want you to put me under a glass globe. You see, draughts are my only trouble (coughing). Except for them, I’m scared of nothing, not even tigers. I have thorns to protect myself.

SCENE 5

(The Little Prince demonstrates how he tends the Rose; waters her,  puts a glass globe to shelter her, looks at her with admiration and affection; then he says):

LP - I’m leaving the planet. And maybe I’ll never get back here. It’s quite possible. I’m here to say goodbye.

(The Rose makes no reply)

LP - Goodbye!

R – I’ve been silly. I ask your forgiveness. Try to be happy...

LP (shows surprise)

R - (after a while) Of course I love you. It’s my fault that you haven’t known it all the while. But it doesn’t matter now. You decided to go away…so go.

LP - But who’s going to look after you? Put the glass globe around you, water you and talk to you…?

R - Don’t worry about me. I’ll keep in touch with caterpillars and later get acquainted with the butterflies. Now go. I don’t want you to see me crying… 

(back to the Narrator)

LP - I shouldn’t have run away from my Rose. She has only few thorns to protect herself from danger. But then, when I was leaving her, I was too young to know how to love her. 

SCENE 6 

THE KING’S PLANET 

LP (to the audience) - So I left and first visited the King’s Planet.

K - Here is a subject!

N - How can you call me a subject if you’ve never seen me before?

K - Approach, so that I may see you better.

(The Little Prince approaches, yawning)

K – It’s contrary to etiquette to yawn in the presence of a king. I forbid you to do so.
LP - I can't help it. 

K - Ah…then I order you to yawn. 

LP - But I can’t yawn any more! 

K - Then I order you sometimes to yawn and sometimes not.

LP - Can I sit down? 

K - I order you to do so. 

LP - Will you excuse my asking you a question? 

K - I order you to ask me a question. 

LP - Over what do you rule?

K - Over everything. Over all the planets and stars.

LP - And do the stars obey you?

K - Certainly they do. 

LP - So could you do me a favor and order a sunset? I’d love to see one now!

K - If I ordered a general to fly from one flower to another like a butterfly, or to change himself into a sea bird, and if the general didn’t carry out the order that he’d received, which one of us would be in the wrong? The general, or myself? 
LP - You.
K - Exactly. One must require from the other the duty which can be performed. 

LP - How about my sunset? 

K - I can order that but we must wait until the conditions are favourable. 

LP - When will that be?

K - In the evening. And you’ll see how well I’m obeyed.

LP - I’m sorry but I can’t wait. I have to set out on my journey again. 

K - Oh, don’t go! I’ll make you a minister!

LP - Thank you but I have to go. If Your Majesty wishes to be obeyed, you should  give me a reasonable order. So you should order me to be gone by the end of one minute. It seems to me that conditions are favourable. 

LP (leaving with a sigh, to the audience) - The grown - ups are very strange.

SCENE 7

THE CONCEITED MAN’S PLANET

(The Little Prince continues his journey; he visits another planet inhabited by a man with a mirror)

CM – Wow! I’m about to receive a visit from an admirer! 
LP - Good morning.

CM - Do you admire me? 

LP - What does it mean ‘admire’?

CM - To admire means that you regard me as the best-dressed, the richest, and the most intelligent man on this planet.

LP - But you are the only man on your planet!

CM - Do me this kindness and admire me just the same.

LP (with a sigh, to the audience) - The grown – ups are really strange.
SCENE 8

THE TIPPLER’S PLANET

(The Little Prince meets a man sipping a beer) 

LP -  What are you doing there?
T – I’m drinking.

LP - Why are you drinking? 
T - So that I may forget.

LP - Forget what?
T - Forget that I’m ashamed.

LP - Ashamed of what?
T - Ashamed of drinking!

LP - (leaving, to the audience) - The grown-ups are certainly very, very odd.

SCENE 9

THE BUSINESSMAN’S PLANET

(The Businessman is smoking a cigarette, busy counting)

B - Three and two make five. Five and seven make twelve. Twelve and three make fifteen…

LP (interrupting) - Good morning. What are you doing?

B (impatiently) - During the fifty-four years that I’ve inhabited this planet, I’ve been disturbed only three times. The first time was twenty-two years ago, when some goose fell from goodness knows where and I made four mistakes in my addition. The second time, eleven years ago, I was disturbed by an attack of rheumatism. I don't get enough exercise. I have no time for loafing. The third time, well, this is it! 

LP - What are you counting?

B - The little objects that you see in the sky. Twelve and three make fifteen…

LP - And what do you do with the stars?

B - What do I do with them? I own them!

LP - How come?

B  - Well, they belong to me, because I was the first person to think of it. When you find a diamond that belongs to nobody, it’s yours. When you discover an island that belongs to nobody, it’s yours. When you get an idea before any one else, you take out a patent on it: it’s yours. So with me: I own the stars, because nobody else before me ever thought of owning them.

LP - Yes, that’s true. And what do you do with them?
B - I administer them. I count them and recount them. It’s difficult. But I’m a man who’s naturally interested in matters of consequence.

LP - I myself own a flower. I used to water it every day.

(The Businessman gets back to counting; The Little Prince goes away saying):

LP- The grown-ups are really extraordinary.

SCENE 10

THE LAMPLIGHTER’S PLANET

(The Little Prince greets the Lamplighter while he has just put out the lamp)

LP -  Good morning. Why have you just put out your lamp?
L - Those are the orders. Good morning.
LP - What orders?
L - The orders are that I put out my lamp. Good evening. (he lights the lamp) 

LP - But why have you just lit it again?  
L - Those are the orders.
LP - I don’t understand!
L – There’s nothing to understand. Orders are orders. Good morning. (he puts out the lamp again)

L - I follow a terrible profession. In the old days it was reasonable. I put the lamp out in the morning, and in the evening I lit it again. I had the rest of the day for relaxation and the rest of the night for sleep.
LP - And the orders have been changed since that time?
L (sadly) - The orders haven’t been changed! That is the tragedy! From year to year the planet has turned more rapidly and the orders haven’t been changed!
LP - Then what? 
L - The planet now makes a complete turn every minute so every minute I have to light my lamp and put it out! 
LP – That’s very funny! A day lasts only one minute, here where you live!
L – It’s not funny at all! While we’ve been talking together a month has gone by.
LP - Your planet is so small that three strides will take you all the way around it. To be always in the sunshine, you need only to walk along slowly. When you want to rest, you’ll walk and the day will last as long as you like.
L - That doesn't do me much good. The only thing I love in life is sleeping.
LP - Then you're unlucky. Good morning. 

LP  (leaving the Lamplighter, to himself or to the audience) - I like this man. Maybe it’s because he’s the only one who’s thinking of something else besides himself. 

SCENE 11

THE GEOGRAPHER’S PLANET

(The Little Prince sees the Geographer over a thick book)

G - Oh, look! Here’s an explorer! Where do you come from? 
LP – What’s that big book? What’s your occupation? 
G – I’m a geographer. 
LP – What’s a geographer?

G - A geographer is a scholar who knows the location of all the seas, rivers, towns, mountains, and deserts.
LP – That’s very interesting! (enthusiastically) Here at last is a man who has a real profession! Your planet is very beautiful. Has it any oceans?
G - I can’t tell you.
LP - How about mountains?
G - I can't tell you. 
LP - And towns, rivers or deserts? 
G - I can’t tell you that, either.
LP - But you’re a geographer!
G - Exactly. But I’m not an explorer. It’s not the geographer who goes out to count the towns, the rivers, the mountains, the seas, the oceans, and the deserts. The geographer’s much too important for that stuff. He doesn’t leave his desk. But he has his explorers for bringing information about the world. 

LP - Who can be an explorer?  
G - A man of good moral character. Someone trustworthy. An explorer who told lies would bring disaster on the books of the geographer. So would an explorer who drank too much. 
LP – Why’s that?
G - Because drunk men see double. Then the geographer would note down two mountains in a place where there was only one.
LP - On my planet I have a flower. 
G - We don’t record flowers because they’re ephemeral. 
LP - What does that mean 'ephemeral'? 
G - Geographers write books that are concerned with matters of consequence. They never become old-fashioned. It’s very rarely that a mountain changes its position, for example. We write of eternal things.
LP - But what does that mean 'ephemeral'? 
G - It means, 'which is in danger of speedy disappearance.' 
LP -  (to himself) My flower is ephemeral…! And I’ve left her on my planet, all alone!
(to the Geographer) - What place would you advise me to visit now?

G - The planet Earth. It has a good reputation.

SCENE 12

THE EARTH 

(The Little Prince finds himself in a garden full of roses)

LP (disappointed) - Good morning. You all look like my flower. My flower told me that she was the only one of her kind in all the universe. And here’re five thousand of you, all alike, in one single garden! 
So it turns out all I ever had was just a common rose. And that doesn't make me a very great prince... (starts crying and leaves) 

(The Little Prince keeps on walking and meets the Fox on his way) 

SCENE 13

A MEETING WITH THE FOX

(The Fox is hiding under a tree)

F – I’m a fox. 
LP - Come and play with me. 
F - I can’t play with you. I’m not tamed. 
LP - What does that mean, 'tame'?
F - What are you looking for?
LP – I’m looking for friends. What does that mean, 'tame'?
F – It’s an act too often neglected. It means to establish ties.
LP - 'To establish ties'?
F - Just that. To you I’m nothing more than a fox like a hundred thousand other foxes. But if you tame me, then we’ll need each other. To me you’ll be unique in all the world. To you I’ll be unique in all the world... 
LP – I’m beginning to understand. There’s a flower... I think that she’s tamed me.
F - Please, tame me!
LP - I want to, very much, but I haven’t much time. I have friends to discover, and a great many things to understand.
F - One only understands the things that one tames. Men buy things all ready made in shops. But there’s no shop where you can buy friendship, and so men have no friends any more. If you want a friend, tame me.
LP - What must I do to tame you? 
F - You must be very patient. First you’ll sit down at a little distance from me, like that, in the grass. I’ll look at you and you’ll say nothing. Words are the source of misunderstandings. But you’ll sit a little closer to me, every day.

LP - I think we’re friends already. But now it’s time for me to go. 
F – Can’t you stay a little longer? If you go, I’ll cry! 
LP – It’s your own fault. I never wished you any sort of harm. You wanted me to tame you!
F - Yes, that is so. Before you go I want to tell you a secret:  It’s only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye. 
LP - What is essential is invisible to the eye… 
F – It’s the time you’ve wasted for your rose that makes your rose so important.
LP – It’s the time I’ve wasted for my rose… 
F - Men have forgotten this truth. But you mustn’t forget it! You become responsible, forever, for what you’ve tamed. You’re responsible for your rose. 
LP – I’m responsible for my rose. (The Prince repeats the Fox’s words and sets out on his journey)
 SCENE 14

(The Little Prince walks on and visits the garden of roses again. He stops and says):

LP – You’re not at all like my rose. No one has tamed you, and you’ve tamed no one. You’re like my fox when I first knew him. He was only a fox like a hundred thousand other foxes. But I’ve made him my friend, and now he’s unique in all the world. You’re beautiful, but you’re empty. 

As for my rose…she’s the one I’ve watered, she’s the one I’ve put under the glass globe. It’s for her that I’ve killed the caterpillars (except the two or three that we saved to become butterflies). I’ve listened to her  when she grumbled, or boasted, or even sometimes when she said nothing. She’s My Rose! 

(he looks sadly at the roses and walks away)

SCENE 15

A MEETING WITH THE SNAKE

(The Prince meets the Snake on the desert)

S - Good evening. What’s brought you here?
LP – Where’re men? It’s a little lonely in the desert.
S – It’s also lonely among men.  
LP – You’re a funny animal. You’re no thicker than a finger.
S - But I’m more powerful than the finger of a king! (hissing)
LP - (smiling, showing no fear) You’re not very powerful. You don’t have even any feet. You can’t even travel.
S - I can carry you farther than any ship could take you. Whomever I touch, I send them back to the place they came from. I can help you, some day, if you grow too homesick for your own planet. 
LP.  Oh! I understand you very well! But why do you always speak in riddles?
S - I solve them all. (hissing)  

(They both become silent, then The Prince approaches the Snake. The Snake stings The Prince who dies). 

THE  END
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