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Esperanza Rising Test

Directions:  Match each character to their description.  Write the letter of your answer choice on each line.

1. ___________Esperanza


a.
Esperanza’s powerful uncles
2. ___________Miguel


b.
became ill with Valley Fever
3. ___________Abuelita


c.
Esperanza’s grandmother
4. ___________Tio Luis and Tio Marco
d.
a young boy who was the servant’s son and 







Esperanza’s friend
5. ___________Isabel



e.
main character, young girl who goes through 







hardships
6. ___________Mama


f.
a young girl who lives in California at 






a work camp and teaches Esperanza how to 






maintain a household
Directions:  Circle the answer choice that best describes what happened in Esperanza Rising.
7. At the beginning of the novel, Esperanza and her family lived in Aguascalientes, Mexico and ________________________.
a. had a very hard life in Mexico with no money.
b. lived in an apartment building in the city.
c. lived a wealthy life on a ranch.
d. were servants for others.
8. Throughout the story, Esperanza and Abuelita enjoy ______________ for a hobby.
a. dancing
b. crocheting
c. shopping
d. cooking
9. After Papa died, Tio Luis wanted to ____________ Mama and set the farm on fire to make her agree.
a. go into business with 
b. buy the house from
c. disown
d. marry
10. Even though Mama told Tio Luis that she would do as he pleased, she actually__________..
a. fled to California in a wagon and train in the middle of the night
b. married someone else to stay away from Tio Luis
c. wasn’t sure if she loved him or not
d. moved to another place in Mexico to get away

11. What was one reason for Mama to leave with Esperanza and go to California?
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
12. What was one reason for Mama to stay in Mexico and marry Tio Luis?

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
13. How was Esperanza’s life different in California?

a. She lived in a beautiful house with a flower garden but didn’t have much money.
b. She had to work and became a peasant with little money.
c. She had the same life, but in a different place.
d. She was always on the move, but still had her money.
14. When Esperanza lived in California, she met Isabel, who was fascinated by her _______.
a. lifestyle in Mexico (beautiful dresses, parties, wealth)
b. skills in crocheting
c. ability to cook well when she arrived in California
d. ability to dance

15. When Esperanza arrived at the camp, she did not know how to sweep, cook, wash clothes, or change a baby.  However, once she learned, she \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\.
16. When Mama was diagnosed with Valley Fever and went to the hospital, Esperanza decided to ___________________ to make extra money.
a. sell blankets and rag dolls that she made

b. sell food at the fiestas and jamaicas

c. work in the fields

d. work on the railroad tracks

17.  Many workers felt that they were not paid enough and became ______________.
a. strikers

b. migrants

c. immigrants

d. workers

18. At the end of the novel, Esperanza’s money that she saved was missing and she found out that _____________________________.
a. it was stolen by strikers.

b. Isabel was jealous and wanted to be wealthy, so she stole the money.

c. Miguel took the money so that he could travel to northern California and work on the railroad.

d. Miguel took the money so that he could travel to bring Abuelita to California.

19. Write one sentence on Esperanza’s life at the beginning of the novel and one on the end.
In the beginning,\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

At the end, \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Directions:  Use context clues to understand the meaning of the bold vocabulary word.  Write the meaning of each word on the line provided.
20. “Esperanza went out among the rubble (from the fire).  Avoiding the smoldering piles, she picked through the black wood, hoping to find something to salvage.”

Salvage means to\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
21.         “If she turned her back for a minute, Esperanza found herself frantically searching for Lupe.”

Frantically means \\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
22. In the novel, the author kept saying, “Nine stitches to the top of the mountain.  Skip one stitch.  Nine stitches to the bottom of the valley.”  How did this symbolism reflect Esperanza’s life?

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
23. Did you enjoy reading Esperanza Rising?  Why or why not?
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\
