Name: __________________________ Date: ___________
Esperanza Rising

Comprehension Assessment
Directions:  Circle the correct answer.

1.  The name Esperanza’s family ranch is:

a.  El Rancho Del Sol


b.  El Rancho de las Rosas

c.  Ortega Ranch



d.  El Rancho de la Ortega

2.  Papa dies because:

a.  bandits attack him while he’s working in the fields.

b.  his heart is broken.

c.  Tio Luis and Tio Marco attack him.

d.  he has a disease.

3.  What did Papa give to Esperanza after he died?

a. flowers





b.  guavas

c.  papayas and a doll


d.  a new dress

4.  Why does Mama finally decide to leave the Ranch?

a.  If she stays, she will have to work the fields.

b.  If she stays, she would have to marry Tio Luis and send Esperanza to boarding school.

c.  If she stays, Hortensia and Alfonso 

5.  What important lesson does Esperanza learn during the travel to America?

a.  Esperanza learns that traveling is exciting.

b.  Esperanza learns that Miguel is a great friend.

c.  Esperanza learns that you can earn money from having chickens.

d.  Esperanza learns that she is no longer rich and that life will be different now. 

6.  Esperanza listens to the earth in the first chapter that takes place in Mexico.  What happens when she listens to the earth in America?

a.  She cannot hear it and she becomes upset.

b.  She hears it and knows that everything will be alright.

c.  She falls and injures herself.

d.  She cannot hear it but doesn’t worry.

7.  Esperanza’s main jobs at the work camp in America are:

a.  picking cotton and almonds.

b.  sweeping the platform and watching Lupe and Pepe.

c.  cleaning up the cabin and cutting onions.

d.  nothing

8.  Marta is:

a.  a Mexican-American citizen who wants to strike for more money.

b.  Esperanza’s friend.

c.  Isabel’s cousin.

d.  Miguel’s love interest.

Yesterday, we began the chapter, Las Ciruelas (the Plums).  Use complete sentences to describe the 2 main events that occurred and what the events signified.  (hint: Plums/Beans and Dust Storm)

First Event

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Second Event

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________

