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At the border, all the passengers must pass through immigration. Mama is sad as she watches many get sent back. 

A while later they arrive in Los Angeles where Alfonso’s family greets them. The next leg of the trip takes place in Alfonso’s rickety truck. 

When they stop for lunch, Esperanza goes off alone and tries to hear the earth’s heartbeat. When she cannot hear it, she cries. Miguel finds her and holds her hand. She does not let go. 

At the farm, Esperanza meets Marta. Marta is mean to Esperanza because she does not like rich people. As Isabel points out the many different groups of workers, Miguel asks if the people from Oklahoma have hot water yet. Marta says they do not, but when they get it there will be a strike (an intentional work stoppage, normally by the workers demanding better conditions, pay, or benefits). 

