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They use the wagon Tío Luis got them in order to escape. The men have built a secret compartment in which the women hide because of the numerous bandits roaming the land. Esperanza is nervous as she rides with Mama and Hortensia in the cramped space. Two days later they arrive at a train station. Esperanza is shocked that they have to ride in the small, packed cars which are unlike the spacious cars she rode in with Papa. Mama tells Esperanza that this is all they can afford. Esperanza looks in her suitcase at the doll from Papa. When a peasant child spies the doll, Esperanza snaps the case shut, causing the little girl to cry. Mama apologizes to the girl’s mother for Esperanza’s bad manners and makes a yarn doll for the child. In the meantime, Miguel and Alfonso mysteriously disappear when the train stops. 

Later Mama talks to a poor woman who raises chickens to feed her family. Esperanza is surprised by how much Mama confides in the woman. As the woman leaves the train, she gives Mama a chicken. Miguel explains to Esperanza that the poor help those less fortunate than themselves. 

