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Esperanza watches Pepe and Lupe for the first time alone because Isabel begins school. Everything seems to go well until Pepe and Lupe begin soiling their diapers. Esperanza thinks they may be sick, but then it occurs to her that she should not have fed them plums for lunch because their stomachs are not used to raw plums! While she is tending to the babies and their dirty diapers, she leaves the beans unattended on the stove and they burn.  She is frustrated.
To help the sick babies, she remembers how Hortensia helped her when she was sick.  She made them rice water and it worked!  

Meanwhile, the big strike is scheduled to happen in the fields but suddenly, a huge dust storm rolls in and the strike does not happen. Everyone and everything is covered in dirt.  Mama comes back from the shed and is very ill.  She cannot stop coughing.  Esperanza is worried. 
